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GATEWAY CITIES

A Comparison of Factors Determining
the Transition to Postsecondary
Education among Marginalized Youth in
Toronto and Chicago



Research Question

e How do race, sex, and class influence the
transition to postsecondary education in
Toronto and Chicago?
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*Be clear!

Show how the intersectionality of specific status
traits or factors impacted the outcome you are
examining.

White females Black females Black males Black males
who are poor
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Are they comparable?



Chicago and Toronto

Chicago Public Schools (CPS) oversees 681 schools, serving
400,000 students.

Toronto District School Board (TDSB) oversees around 600
schools serving 250,000 students

City of Chicago population 2,707,120 (2011 Census)
City of Toronto population 2,791,140 (2011 Census)
Chicago 65% percent for the 2012—-2013 school year
Toronto’s comparable graduation rate was 66%



Data

* Toronto : 2006 Student Census (all students
grades 8-12, restricted to age-appropriate
Grade 12 students)

— Merged with Ontario College and University
Application Centre data

— Administrative school board data on grades,
special education needs

— Merged neighbourhood information from 2001
Federal census



Data

* Chicago: 2006 CPS archive data

— -Chicago Public Schools (CPS) that contains complete
administrative records for all students (since 1992),
including high school course transcripts; school
enrollment history, transfer, and dropout data; and
elementary and high school achievement test scores.

— The CPS data has been linked to the National Student
Clearinghouse data that allows for tracking students
to their postsecondary enrollment and graduation.



Variable comparisons

M Toronto ' Chicago
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Toronto N=13,770 Chicago N=14,194



Four-year College Enrollments (as % of race
and sex sub-group)
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Two-year College Enrollments (as % of race
and sex sub-group)
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Summary

* All things considered, Black students more
likely to go to four-year college in Chicago

e 2-year colleges serve different purposes in
Toronto and Chicago

— Serve students with special education needs more
In Toronto



Context

. Over half of all eligible white students go to
private school in Chicago

. Chicago Public Schools phased out “tracking’
about a decade ago

. Blacks in Chicago are African American, third
generation or higher; in Toronto 1%t and 2"
generation Caribbean or African.

. Discourse on, measurement of race — largely
absent in Canada
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Context continued

5. Historically Black Colleges and Universities in
the US (no such tradition in Canada)

6. Absence of mentoring/targeted programs at
racialized youth in Toronto



Thank you!
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