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MORE than six million children in the United States receive special-
education services for their disabilities. Of those age 6 and older, nearly

20 percent are black.

Critics claim that this high number — blacks are 1.4 times more likely to
be placed in special education than other races and ethnicities
combined — shows that black children are put into special education

because schools are racially biased.
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“If well-intentioned but misguided advocates
succeed in arbitrarily limiting placement in
special education based on racial demographics,
even more black children with disabilities will
miss out on beneficial services.”



www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/07/the-racial-imbalances-of-special-education/397775/
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A new study says blacks and Latinos are underrepresented in special-ed
classes, but lots of researchers say the exact opposite.
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Is special education racist? That was the question posed in a recent New York
Times op-ed by two researchers who claimed their study overturned 40 years of
thought on the topic. Conventional wisdom has always held that, for decades,
African American children have been overrepresented in special education. Some
claim this has been in part due to a racially biased educational system that

relegates kids of color to classes where less is expected of them.
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Our objectives

* To examine special education needs across 3
major urban centres

— Toronto, Chicago, London (UK)

* To determine if race, sex, and social class
influence SEN status



Why these cities?

 Toronto and Chicago — size, geographic,
structural similarities

* Toronto and London — similar immigration
nistory

e Using 2006 data from all cities (Toronto
District School Board, Chicago Public Schools,
Longitudinal Study of Young People in
England)
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Race and Sex Differences in Predicting
SEN by City
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Race and Income/Class Difference in
Predicting SEN by City

SEN by Race and Free School Meals (Chicago) SEN by Race and Income Indicator (Toronto)
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Race and Sex Differences in Predicting
SEN by City

Chicago

SEN by Race and Sex (Chicago)

Toronto

SEN by Race and Sex (Toronto)

E ©
o
QY J
°
(] ) o °
°
° °
o P Y - °
([ ] ™Y ® [ ] ¢
°
P [ ]
. T T T T T ©
Black Latino Asian Other White Black Latin Asian Other White
Ra Race

® female @ male

Gender gap more
pronounced



Race and Parental Education

Difference in Predicting SEN by City

London

SEN by Race and Parental PSE (London)

Toronto

SEN by Race and Parental PSE (Toronto)
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So...Is special education racist?

* Yes! It appears so — particularly in Toronto.
(But it is also sexist and classist!)

 Race, class, sex differences in Toronto more
oronounced than in other cities.

 Having other cities to compare with
demonstrates it doesn’t “have to” be this
way.
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